International
Association of

Exhibitions and Events Mean Business Exhibitions and Events®

Guidelines for Display Rules and Regulations

" pvation
{

—,

5
3 What ¢ strategy 1
creative D E s
e iogistica
il S—
1

Made possible by a generous grant from

Freeman.




IAEE Guidelines for Display Rules and Regulations
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The following Guidelines for Display Rules and Regulations have been established by the International
Association of Exhibitions and Events® (IAEE) to assist in promoting continuity and consistency among North
American exhibitions and events. This revised 2023 edition is offered as a resource for exhibition and event
organizers to use in creating consistent and fair exhibiting standards for their events.

Recognizing that every show is unique, IAEE presents the information contained within as
recommendations or suggestions for exhibiting standards each Organizer should consider. Organizers are
encouraged to review the Guidelines and then develop their own show-customized set of exhibiting rules
and regulations based on the individual features of their specific exhibition or event.

Once an Organizer has finalized their show’s official set of display rules, it is good practice to provide
access to a digital copy within the show’s exhibitor prospectus, an exhibitor services kit, and the official
rules and regulations pertaining to exhibitor participation. By providing exhibitors with the professional
standards expected of their displays and participation, they will be prepared to properly design, build
and plan their booth’s layout and content allowing for an environment where all exhibitors will have the
opportunity for successful interaction with their audiences.

Important Note: Although compliance with fire, safety, the U.S. Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
and other state, federal or provincial government requirements have been addressed, Organizers should
always check with exhibition service contractors and the facility for specific details on local regulations
and requirements.

IAEE is a global association that serves as the foremost authority on exhibitions and events management
and operations, and these Guidelines are the model for most North American exhibitions and events

but in all instances, organizations should consult their legal counsel. In no event shall IAEE be held liable
for damages of any kind in connection with the material, methods, information, techniques, opinions or
procedures expressed, presented, or illustrated in these Guidelines or related materials.
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IAEE has identified two distinctly different styles of show display regulations. One style is “Line-of-Sight” while the second is “Cubic
Content.” Organizers should decide which style is best suited to their event or designated section of the event. Organizers might find
line of sight rules are best for linear booths and cubic content rules for configurations of island, peninsula or perimeter booths.

LINE-OF-SIGHT STYLE

Line-of-Sight display rules provide restrictions on certain areas of booths to allow attendees to view neighboring booths in their line
of sight as they walk the floor. There are a variety of booth types, and each one is addressed below with specific insight on how to
implement Line-of-Sight regulations.

LINEAR OR IN-LINE BOOTH

The ability to have products or
services easily seen by attendees
as they walk the aisles is essential
to all exhibitors, and that is the
basis for including a Linear Booth ﬂ i
Line-of-Sight setback rule. Linear SomvEn e

Booths, also called “in-line” booths,
are generally arranged in a straight
line and have neighboring exhibitors
on their immediate right and left,
leaving only one side exposed to
the aisle.

Dimensions T

For purposes of consistency

and ease of layout and/or
reconfiguration, floor plan design
in increments of 10ft (3.05m) has
become the de facto standard in
the United States. Therefore, unless 10X 10' LINEAR BOOTH

constricted by space or other

limitations, Linear Booths are most

commonly 10ft (3.05m) wide and 10ft (3.05m) deep, i.e. 10ft by 10ft (3.05m by 3.05m). A maximum back wall height limitation
of 8ft (2.44m) is specified to prevent display materials from imposing on neighboring exhibits behind the back wall.

(3.048M)
§ 918 )

(1.524M)
o

(1524M)

(3.048M,
(3.045M)
f—5

(1.524M)
2

(1.219M)

(2.438M)
ri 8
(219w

FRONT VIEW

Use of Space

Regardless of the number of Linear Booths utilized, e.g. 10ft by 20ft (3.05m by 6.10m), 10ft by 30ft (3.05m by 9.14m), 10ft by 40ft
(3.05m by 12.19m), etc., display materials should be arranged in such a manner so as not to obstruct sight lines of neighboring
exhibitors. The maximum height of 8ft (2.44m) is allowed only in the rear half of the booth space, with a 4ft (1.22m) height
restriction imposed on all materials in the remaining space forward to the aisle. Note: When three or more Linear Booths are used in
combination as a single exhibit space, the 4ft (1.22m) height limitation is applied only to that portion of exhibit space which is within
10ft (3.05m) of an adjoining booth.
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CORNER BOOTH
A Corner Booth is a Linear Booth at the end of a series of in-line booths with exposure to intersecting aisles on two sides. All
guidelines for Linear Booths apply.

PERIMETER BOOTH
A Perimeter Booth is a Linear Booth that backs to an outside wall of the exhibit facility rather than to another exhibit.

e

Hanging sign is
authorized here

1.524M;
(.529m)

(3.658M)
12'

(1.524M)
&

2.438M)
@azam

(1.219M)

S —

LEFT SIDE VIEW

10' X 10' PERIMETER BOOTH

Dimensions and Use of Space
All guidelines for Linear Booths apply to Perimeter Booths except that the typical maximum back wall height for Perimeter Booths is
12ft (3.66m).
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PENINSULA BOOTH

A Peninsula Booth is exposed to aisles on three sides. There are two types of Peninsula Booths: (a) one which backs to Linear
Booths, and (b) one which backs to another Peninsula Booth which is referred to as a “Split Island Booth.”

| O

| O
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AISLE
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(1.219M)

o— 4 —f

FRONT VIEW

Dimensions and Use of Space

(6.096M)
20

(1.524M)
5

-

4 —f
(1.219M)

—{ MAX. PERMISSIBLE

LEFT SIDE VIEW

PENINSULA BOOTH

A Peninsula Booth is usually 20ft by 20ft (6.10m by 6.10m) or larger. When a Peninsula Booth backs up to two Linear Booths, the
back wall is restricted to 4ft (1.22m) high within 5ft (1.52m) of each aisle, permitting adequate line of sight for the adjoining Linear
Booths. A typical maximum height range allowance is 16ft to 20ft (4.88m to 6.10m), including signage for the center portion of the
back wall. Double-sided signs, logos and graphics shall be set back 10ft (3.05m) from adjacent booths.
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SPLIT ISLAND BOOTH

A Split Island Booth is a Peninsula Booth which shares a common back wall with another Peninsula Booth.
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FRONT VIEW SPLIT ISLAND BOOTH

Dimensions and Use of Space

The entire Cubic Content of this booth may be used, up to the maximum allowable height, without any back wall Line-of-Sight
restrictions. A typical maximum height range allowance is 16ft to 20ft (4.88m to 6.10m), including signage. The entire Cubic Content
of the space may be used up to the maximum allowable height. Double-sided signs, logos and graphics shall be set back 10ft
(3.05m) from adjacent booths.

For large shows with big exhibitors, it may be difficult to maintain the entire booth and hanging sign to be within 16ft. If you make

it 20 ft then you run the risk of lots of large booths (with or without signs) being 20 ft and dwarfing all around them. That is fine as
long as everyone is aware of it. An alternative could be to offer a max booth height of 16 ft and each exhibitor must have a 4 ft gap
between the top of the booth and the bottom of the hanging sign. The only exception is if the booth and hanging sign can stay below
16ft. It is far from perfect but does allow at least the ability to see through a booth.

PAGE 5

© 2023, International Association of Exhibitions and Events® (IAEE)




IAEE Guidelines for Display Rules and Regulations

2023 North American Update

ISLAND BOOTH

An Island Booth is any size booth exposed to aisles on all four sides.

S e

AISLE

(6.096M)
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(6.096M)
AISLE

AISLE FRONT VIEW

PLAN VIEW

ISLAND BOOTH /\

Dimensions and Use of Space

An Island Booth is typically 20ft by 20ft (6.10m by 6.10m) or larger, although it may be configured differently. Island booths should
not be be allowed at less than 400 sq ft. Island booths at 200 or 300 sq ft basically result in frustrating everyone behind them. The
entire Cubic Content of the space may be used up to the maximum allowable height, which is usually a range of 16ft to 20ft (4.88m

o0 6.10m), including signage.
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EXTENDED HEADER BOOTH 20FT (6.10M) OR LONGER

An Extended Header Booth is a Linear Booth 20ft (6.10m) or longer with a center extended header.
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FRONT VIEW

10' X 20" EXTENDED HEADER BOOTH

Dimensions and Use of Space

All guidelines for Linear Booths apply to Extended Header Booths, except that the center extended header has a maximum height of
8ft (2.44m), a maximum width of 20 percent of the length of the booth, and a maximum depth of 9ft (2.7m) from the back wall.
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DEMONSTRATIONS

As a matter of safety and courtesy to others, exhibitors should conduct sales presentations, product demonstrations, press
conferences and other media events in a manner which assures all exhibitor personnel and attendees of such in-booth events are
within the contracted exhibit space and not encroaching on the aisles or neighboring exhibits. Any queue lines formed for exhibitor
customer interaction must also be contained within the booth footprint. It is the responsibility of each exhibitor to arrange displays,
product presentation, audio visual presentations, and demonstration areas to ensure compliance with all other previously listed rules
and regulations. Exhibitors should be aware of, and adhere to, local regulations regarding fire/safety and environment.

Special caution should be taken when demonstrating machinery or equipment that has moving parts, cooking equipment with an
open flame, or any product that is otherwise potentially dangerous. Exhibitors should establish a minimum setback of 3ft (.91m)
and/or install hazard barriers as necessary to prevent accidental injury to spectators. Additionally, demonstrations should only be
conducted by qualified exhibitor personnel. Many organizers ask that demonstration plans be submitted for approval.

SOUND/MUSIC

In general, the use of sound equipment in booths is permitted as long as the noise level does not disrupt the activities of neighboring
exhibitors. Speakers and other sound devices should be positioned to direct sound inward (to be contained within the booth) rather
than outward (toward aisles and other exhibitor booths). Generally, sound and noise should not exceed 85 decibels when measured
from the aisle immediately in front of a booth. If an exhibitor or attendee is standing within ten feet of an exhibitor’s booth and
cannot carry on a normal voice-level conversation, the noise source is too loud. (Refer to the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Act
[OSHA] at www.osha.gov for more information.)

Exhibitors should be aware that music played in their booths, whether live or recorded, may be subject to laws governing the use of
copyrighted compositions. Authorized licensing organizations, including but not limited to ASCAP, BMI and SESAC, collect copyright
fees on behalf of composers and publishers of music. It is the exhibitors’ responsibility to be informed of copyright laws and submit
fees to the appropriate organizations.

PAGE 14

© 2023, International Association of Exhibitions and Events® (IAEE)



http://www.osha.gov
https://www.ascap.com/
https://www.bmi.com/
https://www.sesac.com/#/

	LINE-OF-SIGHT STYLE
	Corner Booth
	Perimeter Booth
	Dimensions and Use of Space

	End-cap Booth
	Dimensions and Use of Space

	Peninsula Booth
	Dimensions and Use of Space

	Split Island Booth
	Dimensions and Use of Space

	Island Booth
	Dimensions and Use of Space

	Extended Header Booth 20ft (6.10m) or Longer
	Dimensions and Use of Space

	Remote-Controlled Devices

	CUBIC CONTENT STYLE
	OTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS
	Canopies and Ceilings
	Structures and Tie-Offs
	Structures
	Tie-offs

	Hanging Signs AND Graphics
	Teardrop Signs and Tents
	Truss
	VIDEO Displays
	Towers and Multi-story Exhibits
	U.S. Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

	Issues Common to All Booth Types
	Structural Integrity
	Flammable and Toxic Materials
	Hazardous Waste
	Storage
	Electrical
	Lighting
	Demonstrations
	Sound/Music
	Vehicles (For both gas and electric vehicles)
	Fire Equipment
	Hanging Signs

	ADVISORY NOTES TO EXHIBITION ORGANIZERS
	Hardwall Booths
	Perimeter Openings
	Pipe and Drape
	Product Height
	Height Variances
	Environmental Responsibility

	Appendix
	IAEE EXTENDS A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING VOLUNTEERS FOR THEIR INPUT:



